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‘* The defect of Representation is the national Disease; and, unless you apply a remedy directly to 

“ that Disease, you must inevitably take the Consequences with which it is pregnant. Without a 
« PARLIAMENTARY ‘REFORM the nation will be p.unied tnto new wars; without a Parliamentary 
“ Refuem you cuznol be safe from bad ministers, nor cap goo: ministers be of any vse fo your No honest 


“ man can, according to the present system, continue minister.”——-- Mr. Pirt’s Speech) in the Louse of 
C mmons, 1782, 
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acter , " enough to assert, that the people wished 
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, for all these ; but, I believe. that it would 
On Monday, the 21st instant, Mr. | be difficult to find such a person. Never- 
Beano made his motion, in the Honoura- | theless, these measures were adopted ; 
ble House, for a Committee to consider of } and not a word did any of those, who 
measures proper to be adopted, relative to | were for them, ever say about the wishes 
a Reform tn the Representation of the People | of the people. 'The minister, when he was 
in Parliument. I will. not attempt here | about to impose upon us the almost into- 
to give any account of thie particular mea- | lerable burden of the Income-tax, did not 
sures recommended by Mr. Brand; be- | think it necessary to wait till we expressed 
cause the speech will, hereafter, be given | our wishes to have the said burden im- 
more fully than it can now have been} posed upon us. Why, then, are we now 
given, and bécause I wish, of all things, | to be told, that one objection to a reform 
to avoidany misstatement upon thesubject. | is, that the people do not wish it? It is 
——It may, however, be useful just to} curious enough, that, im ths case only the 
state, that he recommended a great ex- | Honourable House is to wait for an ex- 
tension of the right of voting ; that he also | pression of the people’s wishes. It can 
recommended -the purchasing of the bo- | pass laws for making bank-notes, in effect, 
roughs; and the mode of voting in dis-j}a legal tender; it can pass laws for im- 
tricts: ——It appears, that ilicre were $49 posits such a tax which takes away about 
members present at the discussion, and | the tenth part of every legacy; it can 
234 of them voted against the motion and | pass laws for making every man yield up 
115 for it; so that, there was a majority } one tenth part of fs income, whether 
of more-than half; there were more than | proceeding from freehuld estates or from 
two to one, ayuinst even going into a com- | the sweat cf his brow; it can pass laws 
mittee upon the subject. lt would be use- | for a compulsory calling of the people out 
less to make any remarks on the measures | into military service, and subjecting them 
popores y Mr. Brand, the Honourable | to military punishments.. All this it can 
ouse having rejected his proposition for | do without waiting for the people to ask 
ging into ‘a committee, not because his | them to do it, or any part of it; but, when 
particular measures are not to their liking, | reform is proposed, it is objected,,that the 
but because they object to any and to all | people do not wish for reform!——But, the 
measures whatever for altering the state of the | fact is notoriously otherwise. It is pers 
representation. What we have to do, | fectly notorious, that the general, ad al- 
therefore, is to examine what was said, in| most universal, wish is for reform. Indeed, 
this debate, in support of this objection. | that every one, who does not thrive by 
First, it was alledged, that the people do | the present ayer anxiously wishes for 
not wish for a reform. Before we in- | reform. Mr. Tierney, in speaking to 
quire into the fact here, let us see a little | this point, said “ it was his wish to give 
how this sort of objection would be re- | “ satisfaction to the sober, thinking part 
lished, if urged in other cases. Ido not} “ of the public, whose praise, although 
suppose, that any one will be so shame- |‘ not so noisy, he must be naturally am- 
€s3 a8 to say, that the people wished for“ bitious to deserve. Among such peo- 
the Walcheren Expedition; that they wished | “ ple he fotinid the call for Reform univer, 
y wished or | “ sal. Indeed, it was impossible to. mix 
























- the pe: , for three generations, to Baron “ in any society without hearing that call 
Douro and Viscoudt Talavera, 1 do not| “ repeated witheyh DRO. the evils 
say, that no one will be found impudent | “ arising out of the system of our repre~ 





ie hy ‘ 2 C 
Le P : . 





a = eg oe 
> —“~ o® P 


— wee on 
= 
= 


et a ee 


~~ me 


- ——— me Fe 







































e ‘ 
~ P a a : ‘ 
Santi teestitpenectithtee nents atin teeta ntact aeaieaaaaaen ieee on 
—— : . - 


at 
So Seite 


Rte BY. rN Rae. > 
i tthe gare ly Ta 


Sigg oiharealags cle RT ny RE Tee I he enn ee ri : 
ed unas AP a x as “ Tey es : ie ry “ 


















ae 


ellllneadnindeeretipecas demain onetioont haat aes 
« yg ara, 
— ye 


















803) 


« sentation dilated upon ; without, in fact, 
« hearing the House of Commons spoken 
« of with marked contempt. (Some mur- 
« murs.) Gentlemen might murmur; but 
«he stated his decided opinion of what 
«he knew. He would, indeed, call upon 
“any meinber of the House, whatever 
“walk of society he entered, to state 
“what he heard upon this subject. He 
«did not say that that House deserved 
‘contempt, although many arguments 
“ might be drawn from its conduct, parti- 
« cularly. with regard to the Convention 
«of Cintra and the Walcheren Expedi- 
“ tion, which appeared to account for the 
‘sentiment of the public. But the very 
« cirtumstance of the right honourable gentl- 
“ snan opposue being the minister of the coun- 
“try, and supported by that House, was 
“« enough to deprive it of the public confidence. 
“That support such a minister could not 
“ have if the House were properly constructed. 
“In fact, if it were not for the Scotch 
“ members, who could not be called Kepre- 
 sentutiv:s of the people, the right honour- 
“able gentleman must have fallen in 
“ consequence of the Walcheren Expe- 
“ dition.” This is an answer, as far as 
assertion can go, to what was said, by the 
opponents of the motion, respecting the 
wishes of the people———But, then, say the 
other side, we have something like proof 
in the absence of petitions. There are no 
petitions upon the table praying for a re- 
form. ‘This reason, to be sure, does come 
a little awkwardly from those, who have 
just refused to suffer to lie upon the table 
the petitions of the County of Middlesex 
and the City of London, both praying for 
areform. One very eflectual way of be- 
ing able to say, that there are’no petitions 
upon the table, undoubtedly is, not to suf- 
fer any petitions to be put upon the table. 
When the petition of Middlesex, praying 





for a reform of parliament, was under dis- : 


Cussion, it was urged by those who have 
now opposed. Mr. Brand’s motion, that, if 


that petition was received, the table would soon. 


be covered with such petitions. This was 
one of the reasons openly avowed {or the 
rejection of that petition; and, yet, do 
these same persons now urge the absence 
of petitions as a reason for concluding that 
the people do not wish for reform. ——But, 
this argument drawn from the ‘absence of 
— is altogether fallacious. Mr. 

HITBREAD said, in answer to it: “ The 
“ opposers of Reform endeavour to deny 
“ that itis the wish of the country. They 
“ ground the assertion on this, that ¢he peo- 
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¥ igo petitioned, and the reas 
“they did not repeat them was, that thev 
? Son disappointed and disgusted wit) 1, 
ipostacy of those who once were firm syp. 
“« porters of it. They have found all thc: 
“ petitions for the redress of grievunces disre. 
“ garded; and in this very sessions th: 
“ have seen the House of Commons refi: 
“« to receive the prayers of the people. But it 
* was most idle to believe that they did 
“ not wishfor Reform in their hearts. |ts 
“ necessity became every day more ab)si- 
“lute.” Besides this, where is the rea- 
son to suppose, that the people, in the 
country, scattered widely as they are, and 
having such difficulties to contend with, 
will ever meet generally to petition for 
a reform of that House, in the returning of 
the members to which so many of the 
powerful men, in the several counties, 
have so much to do? Look at one of our 
counties. You see the Lord Lieutenau, 
the Sheriff, the Justices of the Leace, the 
Clergy, the Militia-Officers, the Miliary 
Commanders and Staff Officers of Districts, 
the Barrack-People, the Custom-House ani 
Excise people, all the Commissioners and 
others possessing pewers of taxing; iv short, 
every creature in authority ; every crea- 
ture possessing the means of annoying and 
tormenting on the one hand, and of fa- 
vouring and fostering on the other hand, 
is appointed and kept in power by the 
ministry, or by those amongst the rich, 
who have the greatest interest in sup- 
porting the present way of composing 
the parliament. This being the case, 
how are the people tuo meet forthe pur- 
pose of petitioning? In a few of the 
counties the thing may be done ;_but, in 
others, it is not to be expected. ‘The peo- 
ple, those who really pay the taxes and 
receive none of them back again, bave n° 
means of getting together. ‘They are kept 
}asunder by the thousands of obstacles, 
sume few of which I have mentioned 
above; and it is only in and about the 
Metropolis and very large towns, where 
men are too thick to be kept asunder, @ 
where the communication of opimion 
feeling is so rapid, that a spirit adequal* 
to the producing of petitions is & ™ 
expected..—To make the argument! 
h any 
thing, the Sheriff of each county should # 
‘once, call a mecting, and there prt * 
question. If at such meetings, the °° 
tion was decided inst reform, the? 
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ward in support of the assertion, that the 
people do not wish for reform ; . but to 
cround such an assertion vpon the mere 
absence of petitions, uudey the present cir- 
cumstances of the country, is almost as 
modest as it would be to assert, that there 
ought to be no reform because the pa- 
trons of boroughs do not petition for such 
reform. As Mr. Whitbread said, the 
people must necessarily wish for a re- 
form; because they see such an endless 
train of evils proceeding out of the want 
of it. Mr. Ponsonby has called the pre- 
sent ministers the ‘* Demon of England ;’’ 


' teeth of notorious fact. 





he has said, that “ #f the House support | 
“sucha ministry, the House may be regarded | 
« as one of the greatest calamitics that can be- 
«full a nation.’ Weill, the House has 
supported this ministry, and still does sup- 
portit. Mr. Tierney now says, that “ the 
“bare circumstance of Mr. Perceval 





“being minister of the country, and sup- 
“ported by the House, is enough to deprive | 
“ the House of the public confidence.’’? Well, | 
Mr. Perceval 2s supported by the House. 
Under such circumstances the people 
must wish for a reform ag naturally as 
they must wish for happiness and health ; 
and, to conclude that they do not wish for 
reform, because they do not petition for it, 
isnot much less absurd than it would be 
to conclude, upon a similar greund, that 
they do not wish that there may be no 
hore such loyal men as Messrs. Hunt 
and Villiers entrusted with their money. 
he people have presented no petitions 
against Messrs. Hunt and Villiers, and 
therefore, we are to conclude, that the peo- 
ple have no dislike to see such men, or the 
same, entrusted with the public money in 
uture !——Part of the people, and, indeed, 
he most important part, in every point of 
lew, have petitioned for a reform; and, 
which is well worthy of remark, even the 
tetched instruments, who have been 
t to work to draw up and sign protests 
igainst these petitions, have not had 
he hardihood to deny, that some sort of 
orm is necessary. They talk of the 
berfections, which time has introduced ' 
tothe representation. They call them 
Might, indeed, and aver that it is much bet- 
t to endure the evils arising from them, 
an to run the risks of a change, such, as 
assert, the petitioners have in view ; 
but, still they allow that tl@re are things, 
hich it would be desirable to reform. 
ven these wretched souls have not the 
mpudence to pretend, thas the state of the 
‘presentation is what it ought to be. To as- 
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sert, therefore, that reform is net the wish 
of the nation, is to make assertion in the 
Mar. CANNING 
is reported to have said, that “no doubt 
“there was @ party in the country who 
* pretended Reform, and seeking anarchy, 
“ reviled and distrusted that House; but 
‘the object of whose views was not its 
“ improvement, but its destruction: «a 
“ vain, contemptible, degraded crew, who 
‘“magnified themselves into the nation, 
« and diminished the nation into a faction 
«—who declared their own infallibility, 
“and depreciated the judgment of all 
“others; a body who were too weak 
“to be respected—too despicable to be 
“ feared.” This is very good, but it 
will not answer the purpose intended. It 
will not make the Reformers believe that 
their opponents are full of confidence in their 
power; and, if they should believe that 
such confidence does exist, they will still 
believe, that those who entertain it most 
grossly deceive themselves. No; they 





~ 





| are not to be shaken in their opinions and 


expectations by any thing of this sort. 
They will, doubtless, think of this lan- 
guage, applied to those who have called 
for reform, and, of course, to those who 
attended the meetings in Westminster, 
Middlesex, and the City of London; but, it 
will not answer any of the purposes, which 
the speaker manifestly intended it should. 
«« A vain, contemptible, degraded crew, too 
« weak to be respected, too despicable to be 
« feared.’ These are words to be remem- 
bered ; but, they do not prove that the 
nation’s wish is not for reform ; nor are 
they any answer to the complaints of the 
petitioners about the decision of the 
Honourable House in the case of Mr, 
Madocks’s charge against Mr. Perceval 
and Lord Castlereagh and Henry, Welles- 
ley relative to the seat and vote of Mr. Quin- 
are hard words; hard 
names; but, the tendency of them is neir 
ther to appal the heart nor to convince 
the mind. 
Another expedient. of the opponents of 
Ma. Brann was to quote authorities against 
reforming, and the public will. not have 
been a little amused to see Messrs, 
Struaces and Canninc appegling, upon this 
occasion, to my writings, in support of their 
assertipns respecting the practical evil ef- 


fec&of reform.——~They read a ir i , 
et in the report the de- 
bate) wherein, it appears, I gave a disad- 
vantageous description. of the American Le- 
we Bodies; .and, 23 I meyer belied 
2¢2 Fox. 
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them, I am sure I never did, when at li- | minister, scorning to pocket the public * 
berty to speak my mind, say any thing | money, scorning to carry on a traflick | mt 
good uf them, generally, though it would be | loyaity, I am still to think the same Pp 
hard indeed had they contained no good | though I have now had an opportuniiy ofl «| 
men at all. Well; but what has this to | seeing and of knowing those authors. ‘Ti, 
do with our question of reform? As Mr. | whole of the passage, in my writings, ro. + 
Whitbread observed, there was no reform | ferred to by Messrs. Starges atid Canning ? 
in America. It was the creation of a | says this: “ avoid every thing that shaj/ is 
new government. It was of this species of | “tend to make the English government r. “ 
government, where the Chief Magistrate is |“ semble that of America.” Now, to refory i g 
elected, and where there are, in fact, six- | the Parliament would have the effict of «| 
teen little elective kings; where the | making our government resemble that o; ie 
Judges, from having it in their power | America /ess than i now does.  \\ here, ' 
to become candidates for Presidentships | then, was the force of this reference to my ug 
and Governorships, make justice give way | opinions about the American government’ Er 
to their political views, and are really | And, how desperate must be the case of tin 
uilty of canvassing from the bench. | those, who, under such circumstances, op 
Then again the suffrage is universal. The | could make such a reference? How bad, ctv 
voters, are, in many cases, as complete | how very bad, must they (who love me as for 
vagabonds as the pot-walloping fellows in | the Devil loves holy-water) have found .n 
Engtand ; and, indeed, there is, at bot- | the merits of their case, when, with hei fi, 
tom, a much closer resemblance between | hope of propping it up even for a little, ’ 
the American suffrage and the English | they resort to the authority of my opinion? C0 
suffrage, as. at present existing, than Mr. | My opinion, formerly given, wil!, upon fair ol 
Canning appears to imagine. This aw- | examination, be found not to favour them tre 
thority, then, will stand our opponents in | at all; but, what must they have felt their ca 
but little stead, since we propose to make | case to be, when they resorted to that to 
no one change that shal! have a tendency | opinion? ot of 
to cause the English government to re-; The old hacknied topic of the FrenciR th 
semble that of America. Indeed, we pro- | Revolution, and the fate of the unfortunate an 
pose to make nochange at allin the Con- | king of France, have been resorted to all 
stitution of England.’ We wantit to be | aponthis occasion. << Aye,’’ say our op- i 
what it wes formerly, and what itis now | ponents, “ if'you would know what these fo 
said tobe. We want the Commons to be | “ innovating schemes lead to, look at the pie 
‘represented in one of the Houses of Parlia- |“ Revolution in France.’ But, may not pr 
ment; we want men to be tared by their | we, with much more reason, say: “il an 
own consent and not without their consent; |“ you would know what this refusal of te tir 
and this the law says shall be the case. |“ form, this contempt of the people, leads t0, dy 
—I disliked, and 1 still-dislike, the go- |“ look at the Revolution of France: “BM of 
vernments (for, like legion, they are many) | was the obstinate refusal to reform wm fi, jin 
of the American States. But, because } | and the subsequent employment of " 
dislike a government, where there are army, partly composed of foreigners, that bs 
sixteen elected kings, where there are two | produced the bloody revolution in France fes 
and thirty elected legislative assemblies, | In answer to Mr. Canning’s admonition th 
where the Jadges ‘may become kings, | grounded on the fate of the mations ° Ml 
where the suffrage is vested in persons jurope, Mr. Whitbread said: “ Ay® fo 
who have no property as well as in per- | « what, indeed, has been the fate of other le 
sons who have property ; because I dis- | « nations who neglected the means ol “df ali 
like ‘all this, does it follow, that 1 must | ‘tional safety? Did Prussia rofor" Be * 
like pot-wallopping and ‘seat-selling! Be- |“ Did Austria redress the’ people's 6" ur 
cause I dislike untversal suffrage in Ame- | “ ances?) Why has Spain been the theatre ™ 
rica, does it follow that I‘must also dislike | « of havoc and desolation? Were the pr 
& representation of properly in England! | « miseries to be traced 'to the experine™ HA ‘0 
‘AS Well might it be contended, that, be- | Keform? Or rather, was it not the . i 
use, ten yearsago, being’at the distance |* fect of thie resistance with which the" HE ar 
ofa | leagues, 1 thought the au- | « respective Govyernden ‘treated eve) BR ca 
thors the Anti-Jacobin to be gen 4 ét: tien osition of redress amelioratio. : in 
*: ent fortune, animated by a | « ‘veformed 2 Bind ‘what, °° Re th 
Tove for their country, “having no selfish, |: “fiberal “assistance Bi 
dirty views, being no ‘toad-eaters of any | «Great: , will “be its fate, wi 
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«that Government shall be wise enough 
«+o accede tothe reasonable wishes of 
«the people? Subjugated Europe has 
«fallen, not because she made rash expe- 
« riments on her systems of Government, 
«but by sanctifying every abuse, and perti- 
‘ nuciously refusing io accede to the just de- 
«sires Of the people; she destroyed the 
“oral energies, and though she placed 
«arms inthe hands of those who ought to 
«be her defenders, there remained no- 
«thing of jnfluence over their hearts 
«when brought in contact with the 
“enemy. That is the answer to’ the 
French-revolution story. There isno get- 
ting out of the difficulty, in which the 
opponents of reform are placed by this an- 
swer. There is Europe before us. Re- 





form has been demanded by the people 


in all her old governments. They all re- 
fused to reform. ‘They have all been over- 
turned, and France, against whom they all 
combined because she had destroyed her 
od government, is now the absolute mis- 
tress of them all. Nothing, therefore, 
can be more unfortunate than an appeal 
to the example and the fate of the nations 
of kurope, that fate calling out to us, in 
the voice of woe, to shun that example, 
and to reform in time. ——The example of 
all these nations have proved, that it is 
impossible to defend a country against a 
foreign enemy, unless the hearts of the peo- 
ple are with the government. It has 
proved, that, to keep a people in awe, 
and to defend the country, at the same 
lime, against an invader, is a task too ar- 
duous for any government ; and of the use 
of this important truth, let us hope, that 
our government will, in time, avail itself. 
_ The Reformers are charged, in this de- 
vate, with designs, which they do not pro- 
Mr. Tierney says, 
that, give them the right of voting for the 
talc taxed house-holders, they will ask it 
lor the women and children. Where did he 
learn that? And, Mr. Canning says, that 
all our professions about attachment to the 
ting are made with a view to his destruc- 
von and that of the kingly government ! 
—This is pretty round work; but no 
Proof; not a shadow of proof, is attempted 
to be produced, in support of asser- 
tions. Nor will the assertions produce 
any effect upon the public. Those who 
Can be alarmed now are too contemptible 
in point of intellect to merit attention. In 
the years om 1793 to 1803, there were 
good means of working up alarm. 
who does.not now see the wide difference 
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There is no democracy existing in France. 
King-killing is quite out .of fashion, 
« French principles! Defend us from 
“ French principles!’’ was the cry for- 
merly, and a most profitable cry i was to 
those who followed it as a trade. But 
what now? The principles of France now 
are totally changed. ‘The example now set 
by the ruler of France is precisely the op- 
posite to the example set by his predeces- 
sors; and there are few amongst us brute 
beasts enough to imagine, that there is 
still the same cause for alarm. Buonaparté 
is a military despot, and, I think it would 
not be easy to find any two men in all 
England, out of a madhouse, capable of 
being persuaded, that the reformers wish 
to establish a military despotism. Of all 
the persons in the whole world, the Public 
Robbers not excepted, there is no one, 
perhaps, who would see a parliamentary 
reform in England with so much regret as 
Buonaparté would. To excite alarm, 
therefore, is quite impossible; and I think, 
that the Times news-paper is very much 
deceived in supposing, that the vote of 
Monday was at all influenced by any 
alarm, excited by the recent disturbances 
in the Metropolis. The decision was 
grounded upon the principles openly 
avowed by Mr. Windham, Mr. Giddy, 
and ethers; and, of cvurse, it could not 
be affected by temporary circumstances. 
It would be useless to extend these re- 
marks, though there are several points 
upon which | should like to touch.—The 
subject is now so well understood, that no 
new light can be thrown upon it. We 
clearly understand one another now, and 
all the people understand the matter full 
as well as those, who take an active part 
in the controversy. lam, as I always 
have been, for leaving the work of reform 
totime. My opinion is, that the Reformists 
have now nothing to do but to keep the 
subject fresh in the public mind by fre- 
quent exposures of the effects of the bo- 
rough system, leaving the rest to the force 
of events, which will not, I am convinced, 
be long in briaging about that change of 
system, which is so necessary to the 
salvation of the country. But, it is of 
great importance, that when the hour does 
arrive, it should not find us unprepared ; 
and, therefore, it is very desirable, that a 
detailed pian of reform should be submitted 
to the public: I should like to have filled 
up the skeleton of Mr. Brand’s plan, for 
instance ; for there are some parts 
in it, which I disapprove of, I should like 
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to see how it would be put in motion. This 
would be rendering a very great service to 
the public. Men’s minds would grow 
into familiarity with the thing: and thus 
would the difficulty be half got over. I 
should like io see it clearly shewn, too, 
what effect such a change would have 
upon the Crown ; for, 1 am the most de- 
ceived of men, if the reform proposed by 
Sir Francis Burdett would not be imme- 
diately felt to have a most powerful influ- 
ence in adding to the dignity of the throne 
and in giving efficiency to the ministers 
of the king, who, when released from the 
trammels, in which they are now held, 
would be able to devote ali their time 
and talents to the real service of the state 

——Mr.-Wuirereap put a case: “ He 
“commented upon the mischiefs which 
<1 must follow from collusions between the 
“* patrons of boroughs, and the Minister—he 
“one bartering his patronage either io gra- 
“tify his ambition or his avarice ; the 
«‘ other the honours of the Crown or the 
«money of the people, to acquire Parlia- 
“mentary support. Suppose some great 
“ Lord with his six or seven nominees in that 
“* House, should, in the longing of his empty 
“vanity, grasp for those distinctions which 
“ were ordained to reward herote achievements 
© that he should threaten the Minister of the 
“* day with the defection of his nominees in 
“that House, unless he obtained that rib- 
“ band, which, though an ornament to 
“ merit, must, when otberwise confer- 
- red, be considered a badge of disgrace to 
“the wearer. Has such a case never hap- 
“* pened, or was it impossible that it should 
“ever happen again? Had ‘it never oc- 
“curred that menaces ef a similar nature 
«were made io a Minister, unless his counie- 
mance was given to some proposed public 
‘ work, in which was, however, blended 
“some little of private interest, but for the 
“ accomplishment of which the public mo- 
“mey was to be entirely applied? If, then, 
“such things have happened—if they cut 
“happen again—who was it that could 
‘‘ deny it to be a most profligate exercise 
“of those powers which were entrusted 
*« for far different purposes ?’”?———What a 
lite mast be that of a minister, exposed to 
such threats! And, how is it possible, that, 
while such things take place, the aflairs of 
a nation can be well-conducted ! Ts it 
possible to believe, that, at this day, the 
people of England wil! ever be contented 
to see such things geing on? Mr. 
Branp, in the conclusion of bis speech, 
said: “ Whether this was the fittest mode 








POLITICAL REGISTER.— Major Cartwright’s Petition, 


{dh2 
“ of reform or not, he felt convinced that 
“they must have moderate reform Or 
“military government (hear, hear!) He 


‘é 


said not this from any sentiment of jn. 
“ vidious animosity to the Gentlemen op- 
“ posite, or from any feeling of attach. 
“« ment to those Gentlemen on the benches 
“below him—he spoke it from a deep 
*‘ conviction of its truth. They must hure 
*« moderate reform or military government, 
«They would have no other alternative, 
“for if they persisted in refusing to the 
“ people the object of their wishes, they 
“ would, sooner or later, make an attemrt 
“ to cbtain their right by force; and *hen 
“ would the sun of this country’s zlory °e 
“set forever. But give to the people their 
“rights while they constitutionally de- 
“ mand them, and soon will it rise, and 
“ dispelling the darkness of the political 
“horizon, shine out in all its ancient 
“strength: and native grandeur.’’—] 
perfectly agree in these sentiments, which, 
indeed, I have before expressed ; and, | 
firmly believe them to be the sentimenis of 
ninéty nine out of every hundred men in 


England. 


W™. COBBETT. 
Botley, 24th May, 1810. 





COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary Debates: 


The Fifteenth Volume of the above 
Work is in the Press, and will be publish- 
ed with all proper dispatch. All Com- 
munications will be carefully attended to; 
but it is particularly requested that they 
may be forwarded as early as possible. 


—_ 





Masor Cartwricat’s PEetirion TO THE 
Housrt or Commons. 


(Coneluded from p. 800.) 


19. The flagrant violation of the elective 
rights of the Nation, the shameful neque 
lity of Representation, and the unconstl- 
tutional length of Parliaments, @s well as 
the seducing of Members from their fide- 
lity to the People, by places and pensions 
from the Crown, being obviously wrong, 
against the Constitution, against the om 
ciples of our law, against justice, agal - 
reason, against decency, and utterly sv 
versive of public liberty ;_ big with every 


cies of ruin, whether pecuniary, politi 
eal, or moral, and, tend po Aa 
subjugation of these is reap aol 


Conqueror, than’ to’ e debasement 
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inisery of the People and their Posterity ; 
constitute a grievance truly intolerable. 

0). Wherefore your Petitioner, depre- 

cating all that metaphorical and contemp- 
uble sophistry about the Constitution, by 
which wicked men endeavour to exhibit 
asamystery, that which our brave un- 
lettered ancestors framed as a plain, prac- 
tical, and honest rule of government, 
rusts that your Honourable Honse, as 
early as may be, will originate a law for 
extending representation to the same limit 
as direct taxation in support of the Poor, 
the Church and the State ; for distributing 
that representation with justice and im- 
partiality ; for bringing back Parliaments 
toa constiiutional duration ; for so order- 
ing the elections as to prevent unne- 
cessary trouble and expence, as well as 
tumult; and for préserving their freedom, 
and completing the polls in one day ; and 
likewise for protecting from treasonable 
violation, by appropriate laws, the Ma- 
jesty of the Nauon, as it ought to be per- 
somified by your Honourable House. 
21. Few and simple as are these propo- 
sitions, they would, as your Petitioner is 
humbly of opinion, do more for our coun- 
ry, its liberties, its prosperity, and its glory, 
than were done for it by Magna Charta 
and the Bill of Rights. 

22. Here, under astrong persuasion that 
the evils of destroyed Representation had 
arrived at their acmé, this appeal to the 
serious reflection of your hon. House had 
actually been closed ; but that erroneous 
persuasion has been done away by recent 
events, which have placed before the na- 
ion’s wondering eyes those evils, in still 
uuore terrific shapes, and leading to still 
nore dreadful consequences. 

23. On the question of undefined Privi- 
lege,so analogous to undefined Preroga- 
lve, may it not be respectfully asked, if 
there either be, or can be, a Pectgpive 
or Privilege beyond this—*a power of 
acting for the public good, where the po- 
silive law is silent ?”’ 

And again—‘ Where the law can be 
made to speak, can it be either necessary, 
or expedient, or safe, that there should be 
any discretionary Prerogative, or discre- 
honary Privilege ?” 

24. Ifthe Law be capable of redressing 
a libelled Sovereign, and, for that cause, 
deny to the King a privilege of being at 
ence accuser, jury, judge, and executioner 
in his own cause, how can such irrecon- 


cilable powers be justly claimed by either 
of the. ather two branches of Setaiae 
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ture? And weuld not a union of such 
powers constitute a despotism unknown to 
the English Constitution, am’ revolting to 
reason ¢ 

25. But leaving to the serious medita- 
tion of your Honourable House these im- 
portant questions, the legality, or illega- 
lity, of your Warrant against Sir Francis 
Burdett, seems to be involved, allow your 
Petitioner to call your attention to the 
late miitary proceedings, rising out of 
orders issued by civil authorities; and 
more especially to the act of breaking 
open, with military force and by violence, 
the house of the said Sir Francis Burdett, 
not charged with either treason, telony, 
or a breach of the peace, and conducting 
him through a body of armed soldiers, 
drawn up in his own hail, to-a carriage 
surrounded by an army, and so toa 
prison. 

26. On the flagrant illegality of such 
an outrage on an Englishman, your Pe- 
titioner presumes therz is but one opinion. 
—It is personally known to your Peti- 
tioner, that two days prior to the seizure 
of Sir F. Burdett, as. aforesaid, when a 
number of persons, assembled before his 
door, were charged with being rioters, a 
body of soldiers belonging tothe standing 
army, in military array, and under the 
orders of a General Officer then present, 


‘were employed; and, as your Petitioner 


humbly conceives, illegaily employed, to 
keep the peace ; and he believes thesame 
illegal mode of keeping the peace was 
persevered in, until the imprisonment of 
the said Sir Francis Burdett was accom- 
plished. 

27. A Standing Army, although neces- 
sary for offensive war, and the protection 
of external possessions, being yet alto- 
gether unknown to the Law and Consti- 
tution of this kingdom—such army not 
constituting part of the civil siate, but 
being under a ditlerent command, and 
“subject to a different Law,’’—cannot, 
of course, be a legal instrument for go- 
verning the Nation, that is, for executing 
any processof the Law, or for ministerially 
performing any act of a civil authorit 
for giving effect tothe Law; even al- 
though such act were in itself lawful to 
Peace Officers. 

28. When an indiscreet populace, an- 
gered by violations of public liberty or 
other cause, assemble together, annoy by 
any species of assault, those whom they 
consider as-their oppressors, none can deny 
that. the law is violated and the. peace 
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broken; but those who lead out a Stand- 
ing Army in fall military array and 
equipment taf restore order, commit a 
violation of law a thousand times more 
criminal, and a breach of the peace ten 
thousand times more violent and alarming. 
29. ‘A rabble of idle men or unruly 
boys might on a sudden daub our clothes, 
demolish our window glass, and assume a 
momentary authority, but an organized 
Posse Comitatus would instantly restore 
eace and the dominion of the law. 
Whereas when astanding army, assuming 
the office of our protector, subjects us toa 
government of ball and bayonet—then, 
indeed, our Constitution is foully stained, 
Liberty is stabbed, and the Law itself 
« demolished.”’ The sword may, indeed, 
be again returned to its scabbard, and the 
soldiery retire to their barrack fortresses. 
But if their reappearance be to depend on 
any, from a Police-Magistrate up to the 
King, is not this Military Government ? 
It is not surely with. discretionary power 
thus despoticthat Parliameniary Privilege, 
forgetting its own defensive nature, will 
claim to have kindred, or seek to hold 
fellowship ! 
50. The English Government is itself 
Only to blame, if its legal means of sup- 
ressing riots, by a resistless County 
_ ene be not at all times, and in aii 


places, in perfect readiness at a call, for | 


preserving the public tranquillity. 

$1. If then our Rulers have, and par- 
ticularly for the last thirty years, against 
law, against remonstrance, against ex- 
hortation, intentionally left the County 
Power, which is vital to the Constitution, 
in its “ shamefully néglected state,’’ and 
have, on all occasions of trifling disorders 
in our streets—disorders to which their 
own neglect of duty gave birth—got into 
a constant habit of illega'ly intreducing 
thestanding army for restoring quiet, what 
is the obvieus inference to be drawn from 
this constant practice ? 

32. Here your Hon. House is implored 
to reflect, whether without being misled 
by mames or appearance of any kind, i 
must not be acknowledged, that a state is 
in reality ander a civil, or under a mili- 
tary government, as for the ultimate en- 
forcement of its laws, resart be had toa 
civil power, or to a military force: and 
your Honourable House knows that civil 
government alone is free government; 
military government rank despotism. — 

33. Having thus established the princi- 
ples whereby to judge, the character of 





| 


| 
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the proceedings for executing the late 
orders of your Honourable House will 
now be easily determined. 

Your Serjeantat Arms solicited, and ob. 
tained, for this service, an army. In. 
cluding all the troops on their march from 
country quarters, for supporting those 
within the metropolis, the whole is gene. 
rally believed to have exceeded 34 009 
men, beside an ample train of artillery :— 
a greater force than that with which an 
English King defeated 100,000 French at 
Cressy; and an army which, in this ip. 
stance, could have no other object than 
to overpower, or to kill, all such as might 
have attempted to resist by force the 
execution of your order, 

34. Your Hononrable House is there. 
fore intreated to give mature consideration 
to the following Queries. 

1. If a standing army be “ unknown 
to the Law and Constitution of this 
Kingdom,” must not i's employment, 
under pretence of enforcing Law, be, in 
fact, the greatest of all violations of Law, 
and subversion of the Constitution ? 

2. Is it not the duty of every man, 


| within the ages of 15 and 0, as a Mem- 


| 





ber of the County Power, to resist a 
Breach of the Peace, the breaking intoa 
House, or any act of illegal violence 
against a Fellow Subject, whether the 
Peace-breakers, or violators of the Law, 
be, or be not Soldiers ? 

3. If any Person or Persons, perpetrate 
acts of illegal violence, in open Rebellion 
against Law, and should, with imient 
to overpower, or kill all persons who 
should attempt to resist them, pul them- 
selves at the head of an army of merce 
nary Soldiers, and by means of such 
Army, should actually carry their illegal 
and violent: designs into execution, would 
not this be an Act of « Open Deed, lery- 
«ing War against our Lord the King 2 
* his Realm ?” 

4. Is not such levying of War “ of 
open deed,’’ among the Treasons enume 
rated in the Statute, 25. Ed. 3d? 

5. Must not the killing of any of the 
People, by an Artuy, while so acting, 
Morder? 
ee Must not all the Soldie an 

rmy, present at ve 
m ioe daeipelanananill as those under 
whose orders they should act? ii 

7. Consi-ering how much the Solder 
of.a Standing Army are machines and 
struments, inthe hands of them who com 


of such 





mand, mast riot those who give them or 
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tracts will not prove unacceptable to 
your readers:— My Lords,—Al! privi- 


Jers, be the most criminal parties in any 
sch Murders ? 

s. Whether in the present circumstances 
of this Kingdom, considering the immense 
number uf native Seldiers, “ under a dif- 
frent command from that of the Civil 
Magistrates, and subject to a different 
Law” from that of the Civil Courts, and 
the vast addition of Foreign mercenaries, 
born under arbitrary power, and as Sol- 
dicrs doubly enslaved—a milit: iry despo- 
tism, as rigorous as that of France, can 
possibly bs averted, but by restoring, to 
full vigour and energy, the Cc ounty Power, 
as 30 years ago was earnestly recom- 
menued and urged by Sir William Jones: 

Wherefore your Petitioner trusts, that in 
the present awtul crisis of our Country, 
your Honvarable House will take, in good 
part, bis dutiful expostelation—cheartully 
relinquish every unconstitutional claim of 
Power, heal our distractions, and preserve 
our Liberties, by exerting all its energies 
for restoring of our two- fold Constitution 
in its vital organs, its Commons House, 
and its County Power. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray, &c. 

Joun Cartwrichr, 
Enfield, 10th May, 1810. 





POWER OF PARLIAMENT. 


Sin;—As the pending trial between 
Sir F. Burdett and the Speaker of the 
House of Commons involves a more than 
ordinary portion of public interest, I shall 
make no apology for submitting the fol- 
lowing Resolution of the Commons, re- 
lative to their own privileges, passed in the 
Vear 1763 sam 

“Resolved by the Commons in Par- 
“lament, that privilege in Parliament 
“does not extend to the case of writing 
“and publishing seditious libels, nor ought 

“to be aliowed to obstruct the ordinary 
“course of the laws,’’? &c.—It will be 
seen by the above Resolution how far the 
House of Commons have violated their 
own law in’ the persons of Sir F. Burdett 
and Mr. Jones. Let uS revert to the 
opinion of Lord Littleton upon this subject, 
When it came to be discossed in the 
House of Lords, ¥ shall not transcribe the 
whole of his’: bh on the occasion ; 

h and speech 








leges are subordinate to the great laws of 
society ; to the good order, the peace, 
und the safety of the State.—Pr rivilege 
must not be exercised to the grievous in- 
convenience and detriment of the public ; 
it must not obstruct the public justice; it 
must not endanger the public safety.— 
The administration of justice and the exe-~ 
cution of laws, are, by the Constitution 
of our Government, entrusted to the 
Crown and its Officers; but. entrusted 
under checks beneficial to liberty, be- 
neficial to justice. But if you change 
this system; if you take the executive 
power from the ‘Crown, and place it in 
either House of Parliament, what check, 
what coniroul, will then réetinth ? An ar- 
bitrary power will be there, which is no 
where else in our Government—an arbi- 
trary power withoat appeal !—I therefore 
hope } your Lordshi ips will not differ from 
. Commois in this resolution. In ordet 
» preserve the independence of Parlia- 
sen: it will be necessary to preserve 
the reputation of Parliament in the minds 
of the people, and the love of it in’ their 
hearts. How, my Lords, can this be done, 
ifthey find it an obstacle to that equal 
justice which is their birthright and their 
safety ? Upon the whole I am confident 
your "Lordships will on no account depart 
from that maxim which is the corner- 
stone of all government ; that justice 
should have its course without stop or im- 
pediment. Jus, fas, lex, potentissima sint. 
This, my Lords, is the very soul and es- 
sence of freedom. Obstruct this, and you 
immediately open a door to all violence 
and conlusion ; to all the imquity and all 
the cruelties of private revenge ; to the 
destruction of private peace, the dissolu- 
tion of public order; and, in the end, to 
an unlimited and despotic authority » Which 
we must be forced to submit to, as a re- 
medy against such intolerable evils. The 
dominion of law is the dominion of liberty. 
Privilege against law, in matters of high 
concernment to the public, is oppression, 
is tyranny, wheresoever it exists.”’—Such 
was the language of a scholar, a man of 
genius, and a patriot; aman who was 
an ornament to his country in public and 
in private hfe. The authority of such 
meir will always have its weight in all 
ages ; men of whom it may -be truly said, 
that they but begin to live when they 
are dead. Lo-JUsTittA, 
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SIR FRANCIS BURDETT’S LETTERS. 


To 
Mr. Saeairr Woop, anp THE FREEHOLDERS 
or MippLesex. 
“ Tower, May 5, (S10. 
‘Sin; Through you I beg leave to 
transmit my acknowledgment to the [ree- 
holders of Middlesex, for the honour con- 
ferred upon me by the Meeting at which 
you presided at Hackney, on the 26th of 
April.—I take this opportunity, Sir, of 
returning you my Thanks, for the very 
handsome manner in which you executed 
your commission ; and remaii, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, 
Francis Burpett.” 
“ To Matthew Wood, Esq. 
High Sheriff for the 
County of Middlesex.” 





« Tower, May 5, 1810. 

« GENTLEMEN ; The over-flattering Ad- 
dress and Resolutions I had the honour to 
receive from the High Sheriff of your 
County, attended by Mr. Byng, and as 
Mr. Sheriff Wood informed me, according 
to the order of a very numerous and re- 
spectable Meeting of Freeholders, in full 
County Court assembled, on April the 
26ih, would, did I need any, afiord me 
great consolation, and does give me great 
satisfaciion.—It is extremely gratifying 
to me, Gentlemen, under these circum- 
stances, to reiew my iniercourse with a 
county, so renowned for iis many noble, 
though inetlectual struggics; sometimes 
indeed successful, never, I trust, altoge- 
ther unavailing in the same cause—re- 
sistance to arbiirary power ; which, how- 
ever it may be diaguised, or from what- 
ever quarter it may come, is equally to 
be feared, and to be guarded against.— 
Gentlemen, highly as i esteem the ho- 
nour you have done me I estcem still 
higher the service you have done the 
public. Jn following the conduct and 
example of the City of Westminster, the 
great Metropolitan County of Middlesex 
has pointed out to the Country at large, a 
safe and ready way of arriving, by a 
simple expression of its will, at that Re- 
form good men have long sighed for, but 
which, perhaps, they never until now 
clearly discerned, a quiet, easy, and 
peaceable method of obtaining. I remain, 
Gentlemen, your most. obedient humble 
servant, Francis Burpert.” 

 Tothe Frecholders — 

of Middiesex,”’ ~ 


iow 


’ 


te 
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Reso.vtions, Petitions, Remon STRANCES, 
&c. on the Liverry or tue Sunsgcr and 
PaRLiAMENTARY Rerorm, 1810, 


LONDON COMMON HALL. 


Reso.utions of the Common Hatz of 
Lonpon, held on Monday, May 2ist, 
1810. 


Resolved—1. That the rejection by the 
House of Commons of our late humble 
Address, Petition and Remonstrance, ap. 
pears to us a violation of our constitutivyal 
and indisputable right to state our com. 
plaints and grievances, and to call for re. 
lief and redress. 

2. That such. rejection is an additional 
proof of the shameful inadequacy of the 
representation of the people in the Com- 
mons House of Parliament, and pore 
forcibly demonstrates the necessity of a 
speedy and substantial reform in that Ho- 
nourable House. 

3. That we have viewed with mixed 
sentiments of indignation, concern, and 
pity, the Address of certain persons, 
styling themselves, “ An adjourned Meet- 
ing of Liverymen, held at the London 
Tavern, the 4th of May,’ inasmuch as 
the statements contained in that Address, 
imputing to the great body of their fel- 
low Citizens in Common Hall legally as- 
sembled, motives and designs “ to vility 
and degrade the Legislature,’’ to alie- 
nate the affections of the people from 
the Government ; to “ produce contempt 
and distrust of the House of Commons; 
to “ introduce anarchy ;”’ and to “sub- 
vert the Constitution,” are false assertions, 
originating with individuals who derive 
influence and emolument from the heavy 
burdens of the people. 

4.. That amongst the names of those al- 
fixed to the Address appear the signatures 
of Contractors, of Commissioners and Col- 
lectors of Taxes, of Placemen and Place 
Hunters, with a long List of their Agen! 
and Clerks, of their Dependents, Laniss- 
ries, and Minions. 

5. That it is undeniable, that power 
influence, threats, and delusions have bee 
employed to prevail upon many to coucut 
in the said Address. 

6. That whilst we disclaim any mh 
putation against the motives of <— 
who by gross misrepresentations, J 
arts of. the basest kind, or by a 
right intimidation, have. been induct” 
and compelled to lend their signal’ 


to the said Address ; it is to us @ souls 
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of hich consolation, that the Address car- 
ries within it its own refutation, consisting 
onlv of allegations, unspbstantiated, and 
of calumnies which those who have pro- 
pagated them, must know to be ground- 


less. 

7. That the said Address appears to 
have for its real object the excitement of 
civil dissention, the increase of public 
abuses, and the further and fuller partici- 
pation in the wages of corruption by many 
of thuse who have signed it, and who, 
taking advantage of the present unhappy 
contest between arbitrary privilege and 
constitutional freedom, have endeavoured 
toconfuse and corrupt the public mind 
forthe support and continuance in place 
ofa corrupt, weak, and wicked adminis- 
tration. 

8. Resolved unanimously—That in the 
years 1079 and 1680, under the infamous 
Government of Charles II, the City of 
London and other parts of the Country 
petitioned the King for the redress of 
grievances and the sitting of Parliament. 
—That various Counter Petitions were 


presented to his Majesty, expressive of 


their abhorrence of the said petitioning as 
tunu'tuous and seditious, and encroaching 
on the royal prerogative.—That on the 
Zist of October, 1680, the Parliament 
met, and its first acts were to expel Ab- 
horrers, and to passa vote “that it is, and 
“ever hath been, the undoubted right of 
“the subject to petition the King for the 
“calling of Parliaments, and redressing 
“grievances ; that to traduce such peti- 
“tioning as a violation ef duty, and to re- 
“present it to his Majesty as tumultuous 
“and seditious, is to betray the liberty of 
“the subject, and contribute to the design 
“ of subverting the ancient legal Constitu- 
“tion of the kingdom, ard they appointed 
“a Committee to enquire after all those 
“who had offended against these rights, 
“and accordingly, expelled several of its 
“ members, al petitioned his Majesty to 
“remove others from places of truast.””— 
That on the 29th of October, 1680, the 
Commons voted—“ That Sir F. Withins, 
“by promoting and presenting to his 
“ Majesty an Address, expressing an ab- 
“horrence to petition his Majesty for the 
“calling and sitting of Parliament, hath 
“betrayed the diidodibted rights of the 


“subjects of England, and that the said 
“Sir F, Withins be expelled the House 
“for this high crime.”—That for the 
exercise of the undoubted right of peti- 
Honing, the City Charters were seized by a 





2uo Warranto, and it was argued for the 
City, by Sir George Treby, their Recorder 
— That the Constitution and the Law of 
“the Land had given to the subject the 
« right of petitioning, and of access to the 
‘ supreme Governor, to represent to him 
“ their grievances, and to pray a redress of 
“ them, and that the same law gave them 
“also a right to state in their P, titions 
“those facts and reasons which caused 
“their grievances, provided those facts 
“were truc; and further, that as there 
“ was one part of the Constitution which 
“gave the King power to prorogue, so 
“ there was another part of the Constitu- 
“tion that gave the subject an original 
“ right to petition for redress of grievances, 
« and that, therefore, to punish a man for 
“ shewing in his Petition, those grievances 
“which he desires to be redressed, and 
« the causes of thein, was the same thing 
“as to deny him the risht of petitioning, 
“and that such denial would inter op- 
“pression and the most abject slavery ; 
“for when subjects are misused and 
« grieved, and are denied the liberty to 
“ complain, and pray the King to redress 
«those grievances, or shall be punished 
«for petitioning against them, they 
« must necessarily be abject slaves,”” 

9, That these arguments having been 
over-ruled by venal Judges—./u |ymentwas 
obtained against the City, —‘he Abhorrers 
for a time triumplred ; the liberties of the 
People, with the right of Petitioning, was 
subverted ; and the succeeding Monarch, 
in consequence thereof, driven from his 
Throne and dominions.—At the Revolu- 
tion of 1688, in’ the Bill of Rights, “ the 
« undoubted right of the subject to petition, 
“was among other things claimed, de- 
« manded, and insisted ypon.”’—This right 
has been of late again invaded ; the peo- 
ple, oppressed with kag Tearing teat 
ances and calamities, have been denied 
access to the Sovereign—Their petitions 
have been rejected by the House of Com- 
mons, and their grievances femain un- 
heard and unredressed —The expleded 
doctrine of passive obediencé has been re- 
vived in all its-extravagance, and a new 
race of Abborrers have sprung up, whe, 
like the Abhorrers in the days of Chufles 
the 2d. by the foulest calumnies, by Vilify- 
ing and traducing the petitions of the peo- 
ple, are (in the emphatic language of the 
then House of Commons) “ betraymg the 
“ Liberties of the Subject, and contri- 
“ buting to the design of subverting the 
“ antient legal Constitation of the King- 
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«<dom.”’—That as the corrupt participa- | 
tors in public abuse, under the mask of 
loyalty, subverted the liberties of the 
kingdom, and involved James II. m ruin, 
so the corrupt and unprincipled Ministers 
of the present day, under the same loyal 
pretence, would involve the Country and 
Sovereign in similar difficulties if suffered 
to persist—it therefore becomes the im- 
perious duty of every real friend to the 
Country, to resist their mischievous de- 
signs, by recurring to the genuine prin- 
ciples of the Constitution, and by using 
every legal means for obiaining a fall, fair, 
and free Representation of the People in 
Parliament. 

10. That inseparably attached to our 
glorious Constitution, we admire, venerate, 
and will support and defend our King, our 
Lords, and our Commons, in their res- 
pective and collective capacities, with all 
their just prerogatives, rights, and privi- 
leges ; but we can never consent to grant 
separately to ising, Lords,-or Commons, a | 
power contrary to, and above, the laws | 
of the land, which are and must continue | 
to be the results of their collective wisdom 
and authority. 

11. That notwithstanding the rejection 
of our late Petition, we still feel it our 
duty to give to the House of Commons 
every opportunity of hearing and redress- 
ing the grievances of the people, and 
that an humble Address, Petition, and Re- 
monstrance, be presented to that Honoura- 
ble House. 

12. That the said Petition be fairly 
transcribed, and signed by the Lord 
Mayor, the Aldermen, and 10 Livery- 
men, and presented to the House of Com- 
mons by H. C. Combe, esg. one of their 
Representatives. 

13. That the Thanks of this Com- 
mon Hall be given to the Right Hon. 
Lord Erskine, Sir Samuel Romilly,’ knt. 
M. P. and Samuel Whitbread, Esq. M. P. 
for their able, constitutional, and indepen- 
dent conduct onall occasions, particularly 
for the stand they have lately made in fa- 
vour of the dominion of the law against 
arbitrary discretion and undefined privi- 
lege. 

14. That the Thanks of this Hall be 
given to Harvey Christian Combe, Esq. 
Alderman, and one of the Representatives 
of this City in Parliament, for his support 
in the House of Commons of the Right of 
the Livery to petition the House, and for 
his general conduct inthe House. 

15, That the Thanks of this Hall be 








given to the Right Honourable the Lon 
Mayor, for his readiness in calling this 
Hall, and for his independent and Simca. 
able cunduct in discharging the duties of 
his office. . 

16. That the Thanks of this Hall be 
given to Matthew Wood, Esq. one of the 
Sherifis of this City, for the independent 
maoner in which he _ has always dis. 
charged the duties of his office. 

Woopruonrr. 





FARRINGDON WITHOUT. 


At a numerous Meetine of the Freexgy 
Hovuseuoupers of the Ward of Farringdon 
Without, Mr. Deputy Brewer in the 
Chair, the following Resolutions were, 
with the exception of the 11th, against 
which one hand only was held up, unani- 
mously agreed to. 

Resolved Ist. That in the 29th Chapte 
of Magna Charta it is declared, “ that no 
Freeman shall be taken or imprisoned, or 
be disseized of his Freehold or Liberties, 
or Free Customs, or be outlawed or exiled, 
or any otherwise destroyed ; nor will we 
not pass upon him nor condemn him, but 
by lawful Judgment of his Peers, or by 
the Law of the Land.”’ 

2. That the Committal of Mr. John Gale 
Jones and Sir Francis Burdett to Prison, 
during pleasure, by the Order of the Ho- 
nourable the House of Commons, for sup- 
posed Libels, appears to this Ward Meet- 
ing an unreasonable and illegal! assumption 
in their own cause, of the accumulated 
offices and power of Accuser, Juror, Judge 
and Executioner. | 

3. That the late assumption of unde- 
fined Privilege by the Honourable the 
House of Commons, will, in effect, abv- 
lish that Bulwark of our Liberties, Trial 
by Jury ; will supersede the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act; will annul the Bill of Rights, 
and the wholesome Provisions of Magna 
Charta. , 

4. That the exercise of illegal Power 
naturally engenders Violence, Riot, Com- 
motion, and ultimately Revoluuon , that 
the introduction of the Standing Army 2 
enforce the arbitrary Warrant of a 
Speaker of the House of Commons, > 
already produced the most deplorable ¢- 
lamities: our sacred Charters have oa 
violated ; the blood of peaceable er. 
gers has been spilled, and our fe ‘his 
citizens ABLE g in our streets; and t 
Ward, Meeting entertain a fervent bo? 
that any future attempts to iptroduce 4 
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825] 
trary power, to excite violence and riot, 
and to goad the people into resistance and 
commotion, may, by the steady, firm, and 
wise conduct of our Countrymen, be foiled. 

5. That this Ward Meeting trembles 
for the conseqttences probable upon this 
Conflict between the People and the Pri- 
vileges of the House of Commons; and 
they aver it to be their opinion, that this 
unnataral struggle is a certain evidence of 
the little influence the People possess in 
that Honourable House. That they believe 
the Representation of the People in Par- 
lament is unequal, deficient, and now 
manifestly inadequate to the security of 
the subject; that it appears uncontradict- 
ed upon their Journals, that seats in the 
Honourable the House of Commons are 
notoriously sold ‘and bartered; that a 
Majority in that Honourable House may 
be at all times, with perfect facility, pro- 
cured and purchased, by any set of Minis- 
ters; with the ready means of Places, 
Pensions, Sinecures, Patronage, and Jobs; 
as only 154 powerful individuals, Peers 
aud others, return 307 Members, for Eng- 
land and Wales; and the Representation 
of Scotland and Ireland is equally cor- 
rupt: that by means of the Mapjorities 
thes obtained, Public Defaulters have not 
only been exculpated, but suffered to 
enjoy the fruits of their nefarious conduct, 
and retain their seats in that Honourable 
House. , 

6. That this Ward Meeting declares its 
entire approbation of the Conduct, Reso- 
lutions, and Petition of the Livery of Lon- 
don, in their last Common Hall; that this 
Meeting avails itself of this first opportu- 
lity, to express its abhorrence of thie sedi- 
tous attempts of a band of Contractors and 
Yenal Jobbers, to decry all Public Spirit; 
and to induce the timid and the weak to 
join in libeHous Declarations against their 
Fellow-citizens, and the venerable Magis- 
tracy of our City. ’ 

7. That for these accumulated evils and 
calamities, one only remedy offers itself; 
namely, a fall, fair, and free Representa- 
tion of the People in Parliament. 

_ 8. That this Ward Meeting do hereby 
‘nstract their Representatives in Common 

Council to promote and support in that 

Court all légal’ measures whatever that 

may be préposed to procure the liberation 

of Sir Francis’ Burdett and John ‘Gale 

Jones; anid for that necessary and indis- 

pensible object, a Radical Reform in the 


Commons Honse of Parliament. 
9. That the Thanks of this Mecting are 
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due to Sir Francis Burdett, for his manly 
and constitutional resistance to Oppression, 
and for his learned and legal Argument in 
favour of the- unalienable Rights of the 
People. 

10. That the late conduct of Sir Charles 
Price has proved him ‘unworthy of the 
confidence of the Inhabitantsof this Ward; 
that it has stamped his character with 
meanness and duplicity, or with the gross- 
est iguorance of his duty and of the laws 
and customs of this City; with meanness 
and duplicity for having attempted, by a 
frivolous and contemptible subterfuge, to 
shift from his own shoulders the disgracé 
and responsibility of refusing the Meeting, 
and attempting to attach the odium upon 
our worthy and much esteemed Chief 
Magistrate ; or of the grossest ignorance 
in making application to the Lord Mayor 
for authority with which every Alderman 
is notorious!y invested. 

11. That the Thanks of this Ward 
Meeting are particularily due to the 
Churchwardens of this Parish, St. Bride’s, 
for their kindness in acceding, at so ghort 
a notice, to the request of the Inhabrtants 
to hold the Meeting in this Charch, as 
well as to the Churchwardens of other 
Parishes, who have declared their readi- 
ness to comply with a similar requisition. 

nal Ricuarp Brewer. 

12. That the Thanks of this Ward 
Meeting are also due to Richard Brewer, 
Esq. Deputy of this Ward, for his manly, 
candid, and polite conduct this day in the 
Chair, as well as for his uniform support 
of the Rights of the People during thie 
long series of years he has represente: 
this Ward in Common Council. 

SaMuEL ‘THOMPSON. 





CASTLE BAYNARD WARD. 


At an Adjourned Merrine of the Ar- 
DERMEN, Deputy Common CoUNCILMEN, 
and Freemen Hovsenotpers, of the above 
Ward, holden at the Church of the United 
Parishes of St. Mary Magdalen and St. 
Gregory, in Old Fish-street, on Tuesday, 
the 22d of May, 1810, pursuant to a re- 
quisition made for that purpose, 

Josuva JonaToan Situ, Esq, Alder- 
man, in the Chair ; 

The following Resolutions were sepa- 
rately moved, seconded, and carried, viz : 

Resolved, That warmly attached to the 
genuine principles of our Constitution, as 
established at the glorious Revolution by 
King, “Lords, and Commons, we have 
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$27] 
seen with deep concern those corruptions, 
abuses, and peculations which have so long 
and so shamefully been suffered to exist, 
the want of due and efficient inquiry into 
the calamitous failures and misfortanes 
which have attended our various military 
expeditions; also the corrupt traflick for 
seats in the House of Commons, and the 
power lately assumed of imprisoning our 
fellow subjects without due process of 
law. 

Resolved unanimously, That it is be- 
come the imperious duty of every true 
friend to the real and geuuine principles 
of the Constitution of the country, to use 
every constitutional mcaus to obtain re- 
dress of those great national grievances, 
and a Reform in the Representation of 
the People in Parliament, by which 
means the House of Commons’ may be 
restored to its true dignity and indepen- 
dence. 

Resolved, That this Meeting do hereby 
instruct their Representatives in Common 
Council, to promote and support all such 
motions or petitions in the Common Coun- 
cil, as may have for their object the re- 
dress of their public grievances and a 
Reform in the Commons House of Par- 
Jiament. 

Resolved unanimously, That the Thanks 
of this Meeting be given to Joshua Jona- 
than Smith, Esq. Alderman of this Ward, 
for his readiness in convening this Mcet- 
ing, and for his upright conduct as a ma- 
gistrate on all occasions. 

Resolved, That the Thanks of this 
Meeting be given to Messrs. James Grif- 
fiths, Robert Slade, Richard Howell, Tho- 
mas Farrance, John Treacher, Joseph 
Hurcombe, Perrot Fenton, and James 
Edward Pownall, for their independent 
and able conduct as representatives of 
this Ward in Common Council, and the 
attention they have at all times shewn 
to the interest and the instructions of their 
Constituents. 

Resolved unanimously, That the fore- 

ing Resolutions be signed by the Ward 

lerk, and inserted in three morning and 
three evening papers, namely, the Times, 
Morning Chronicle, Morning Advertiser, 
Courier, Alfred, and Statesman. 
Grorce Arnowsmitn, Ward Clerk. 





PORTSOKEN WARD. 


_ Ata Mrerine of the Freemen Hovss- 
HolDERs of this Ward, held May 15, 


1810, at the Crown and Magpye Tavern, 
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Aldgate, to instruct their Common Coun. 
cilmen to supporta Petition fiom that Court 
to the Commons House of Parliamen; for 
the release of Mr. Gale Jones, sir Brame 
Burdett, bart. and a Radical Reform in the 
House of Commons:—(Sir James Shay, 
having refused to comply with a Requi- 
sition for the same), 

Tuomas Parker, Esq. in the Chair. 

Reso!ved, That the Inhabitants of this 
Ward are tirmly attached to the Constity. 
tion of this Realm as by law established, 
which Cousiitution provides, « That no 
man of what state or condition he be. 
shall be put out of land or tenement, nor 
taken, nor imprisoned, nor disiuberited, 
nor put to death, without being broughi 
to answer by due process of law.’’sThat 
this Meeting are impressed with the deep- 
est sense of alarm at the Proceedings of 
the House of Commons, in departing from 
the Great Charter of the land, by the as- 
sumed Privilege of their House, in com- 
nutting to prison Mr. Gale Jones (untried 
by his Peers) for a supposed Libel. In 
breaking into and forcing from his house 
by the aid of a standing army, sir Francis 
Burdett, bart. m. Pp. and confining him ia 
the Tower, for alledged libels on them- 
selves, and thereby becoming at once 
Legislature, Jurors, Accuser, Judge, and 
Executioner in their own Cause, without 
any appeal to law, and thereby attempt- 
ing to change the law of England, which 
cannot be changed.—That this Meeting 
are fully persuaded, that from the useless 
waste of blood, and expenditure of our 
treasure in a ruinous war, without aby 
specijic object; and the alarming height 
of corruption to which the House of Cow- 
mons have arrived by the prostitution of 
our liberty, leaves us without hope that 
any good can be expected but by a full 
complete, and Radical Reform in Parlie- 
ment. That the Common Coancil of this 
Ward are hereby instructed to suppl 
every motion brought forward in the 
Court, which has for its object the libera- 
tion of Mr. Gale Jones and sir France 
Burdett, bart. and that mest mecessary 
measure, a Reform in ihe Commons House 
of Parliament.—That the Thanks of this 
Meeting be given to sir Francis Bar- 
dett, bart. for his upright and consult 
tional conduct in Parliament on all occ 
sions, but more especially for, the manly 
struggle he is now maintaming %, 
assumed and undefin _Privile 
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Coun. Francis Burdett, to present this Reso- | graces which have befallen this Country 
t Court vtion.—That the Thanks of this Meeting | during the last three years, and particu- 
nt, for given to four of our-Representatives in | larly the fatal and destructive expedition 
‘Tancis . Common Council, Deputy Atkinson, | to the Island of Walcheren, we had still 
lin the dward Colebatch, John Hoppe, and Ro- | from time to time consoled ourselves with 

Shaw ert Carter, Esqrs. for their upright con- | the hope that, against the recurrence of 
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Juct in the Common Council, and ior their 
lite attendance at this Meeting.—That 
bese Resolutions be inserted in the Times, 
jorning Chronicle, and Morning Adver- 
ser. Tuomas Parker, Chairman. 
That the Thanks of this Mecting be 
riven to the Chairman, for his upright 
aduct in the Chair. 





LIVERPOOL MEETING. 
Liverpool, May 9, 1810. 


Several Gentlemen having signed a 
equisition to the Mayor of this Town, 
questing him to call a Public Meeting 
mthe presént state of the Nation, and 
he liberty of the Subject, with which he 
jas refused to comply ; the Remonstrance 
ubjoined has since been addressed to 
im, signed by the major part of the Gen- 
emen signing the Requisition. 
To JOHN CLARK, Esq. Mayor. 
Sir;— On an emergency like the pre- 
nt, when the nation is suffering under 
he effects of ministerial misconduct, and 
hen avery general apprehension is enter- 
ained, that attempts are making to stifle 
he voice of the people, by a direct attack 
ipon the personal liberty of the subject, 
ve had flattered ourselves, that however 
our predecessors in office might have 
posed their authority to the earnest 
Wishes of their townsmen, you, Sir, would 
have been earnest to have shewn how 
ully you participated with your country- 
men in their sentiments, and would, in 
pursuance of our request, have convened 
‘meeting of the inhabitants, for the pur- 
Poses in our Requisition mentioned. We 
ponceived that the examples which had 
eeen already given by the presiding Ma- 
sistrates in the city of Westminster and 
ne county of Middlesex, (which have 
ince been followed by the City of London 
other places,) would have been a 
‘anction, if any had been wanting, to our 
Tequest, and would have deterred you 
rom attempting, by your single negative, 
prevent the ‘ahabicants of this great 
‘ad populous town from publicly express- 
‘ng their sentiments on this occasien; an 
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such evils, there existed an adequate and 
constitutional remedy.—For this remedy, 
we, in common with our fellow- subjects, 
looked up to our Representatives in Par- 
liament; but we are reluctantly com- 
pelled toadd, that for this we have hi- 
therto looked in vain. Although repeated 
instances of the profligacy and miscon- 
duct of Ministers, both at home and 
abroad, have been brought before the 
House of Commons in the most full and 
ample manner, no result, concordant to 
the wishes and expectations of the Coun- 
try, has been produced ; whilst the mea- 
sures recently adopted by that House in 
restraint of the liberty of the subject, and 
the freedom of political opinion, are such 
as cannot fail to occasion the greatest 
anxiety and alarm in the public mind, 
When, however, we advert to the open 
and avowed corruption which exists in 
the appointment of Members of Parlia- 
ment, and observe the great number of 
persons having seats in the House of Com- 
mons, who, at the same time, enjoy places 
and pensions under the Crown, we are 
no longer at a loss to account for the re- 
sult that has taken place ; and we con- 
ceive that the time is now arrived when it 
is incumbent on us openly to express our 
decided conviction, that it is only by a 
speedy and effectual Reform in the Re- 
presentation of the People in Parliament, 
upon principles consistent with the spirit 
of the constitution, that we can hope to 
preserve the liberties and independence 
of our country from that destruction with 
which they are so imminently threatened. 
—To this great object it was our wish, 
under the sanction of our Chief Magis- 
traie, to have called the attention of out 
towusmen, and although you, Sir, have 
deprived them of the opportunity of ex~ 
pressing their opinion, under such sane- 
tion, we doubt not that they will perceive 
in the motive which dictated such refusal, 
the grounds of their own triumph, and 
will still continue to cherish those senti- 
ments of veneration for the Constitution 
of these Realms as by Law established, 
and that determination to maintain their 
rights and liberties unimpaired, which aré 
the only effectual ard against their 
overthrow. —We are, Sir, &e. 

ke Tuomas Rawson, &c. &c, 
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At a Meeting of the Boncessrs and -Inwa- 
BITANTS Of the County Borough of Car- 
MARTHEN, convened-at thé Guildhall, on 
Monday, the 23d of April, isiQ. dn 
conformity to a Requisition for that pur- 
pose. —J. Jonxzs, Esq. Mayor, m the 
Chair. 


It was Unanimously Resolved, 

That i is the opinion of ths Meeting, 
that Civil Liberty, the basis of our «dmi 
rable Consutetion, is the birth-right ef 
every Engiisiman; and that no longer 
than the free enjoyment of personal se- 
curity, persynal ioerty, and private pro- 
perty, remains inviolste, can we be free. 

That every man owes obedience to the 
laws: jaws definite and distinct, not left 
to the caprice of power, but governed by 
that sacred and solemn palladium of h- 
berty—Magna Charta, which expressly 
and explicitly declares, ‘‘ That no free- 
man shall be taken or imprisoned but by 
the lawful judgment of bis equals, or by 
the law of the land.” 

That we have observed with alarm and 
sorrow the late acts of the House of Com- 
mons, which has assumed to itself unde- 
fined privileges, and constituted itself the 
accuser and judge of supposed breaches 
of the same, thereby claiming a power 
which cannot be legally assumed by the 
highest branch of our Constitution, and 
which violates the freedom of the subject, 
his right to a trial by bis Peers and the 
liberty of the Press. 

Whilst we fully acknowledge the com- 
petency and right of the House of Com- 
mons to remove ali obstructions to its de- 
bates, to punish prevarication and con- 
tempts, and to adopt and exercise power 
which necessity may require in unusal 
and unforeseen cases; we nevertheless do 
deciare, that it cannot legally constitute 
itself a judge of law or fact in any case 
wherein the ordinary tribunals of the 
kingdom are competent to decide. 


That a Judge and Jury are the only 
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do we deprecate the measures adopted } 
that House of arresting -and imprisonin 
one of its Members for: such an allege o 
offence, and thereby depriving part of th 
community of its Representative in P, 
liament. 

That the means resorted to by the « 
vatts of the said House, in order to ma 
into executiun the resolutions entered jn: 
on these subjects, appear to us highly y 
constitutional, insomuch as the dwelling 
house of a fellow-subject has been violate 
under pretence of enforcing a warrant | 
which the King was not a party ; a viol; 
tion in direct opposition to the well-knows 
maxim, “ That an Englishman’s house ; 
his. castle.” 

That every independent Member 9 
Parliament, who in-the honest and co “ 
scientious. discharge of his duty delive : 
his sentiments openly and without dreai | 
to his Comstituents, deserves the respec 
and approbation of every honourable ma . 

Resolved, 

That convinced of Sir Francis Burdett’ 

honourable motives and conduct, we cao 



















not but join in the sympathy of every T 
true-hsarted Briton ; and whilst we la 
ment the loss which the. country sustat P 
by his detention at this momentous cris P 
from Parliament, earnestly hope that the . 
House of Commons will, in conformity : 
with the sense and wishes of the people r 
guickly restore to the Country a zealous . 
and inflexible friend, i q 
That we beg leaye to return to 5 « 
Francis Burdett our unqualified thauks foray 
his marly and constitutional conduct om ’ 
all occasions,.and to express a strong hope wa + 
amounting even to confidence, that the i 
integrity of a British Judge, and .the im 
partiality of a British Jury, will secure , 
him his Rights, and with them the Rights h 
of Britons. Joun Jonzs, Chairmet. , 
Resolved Unanimously, . 


That the Thanks of this Meeting be f 
given to the Chairman for his impartial » 
conduct in the Chair. 
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competent and proper Tribunal to try and} That the Chairman be requested to » b 
ascertain whether any publication be li- | form Sir Francis of the result of this Mect i 
bellous or not, and to punish the con-|ing.. « | wee c 
victed author of such libellous publication: | That these Resolutions be ge 0 
and whilst we protest in: the strongest | the Carmarthen Journal, the © we Ot 
terms against the functions of a Judge and | the Star, Courier, and M Sapo t 
Jury being exercised by the House of! ‘Papers, and of the n 
on Sach an occasion, stilimore| Papers. 6 } 
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